
concluded with a reference to the relevant 
parts of the historia domus (“house 
history”), which authentically preserves 
the text of the “double time capsule” 
documents. 
 
 

ANTAL HORVÁTH:  
LAND CONSOLIDATIONS IN VAS 

COUNTY,1949–1956. Part 1 
 

The Hungarian Workers' Party, as the sole 
holder of power, wanted to make 
agricultural production more efficient by 
performing a socialist transformation in 
agriculture. It was as part of this forced 
transformation work that the land 
consolidations began in 1949. During this 
period, the land consolidations was 
intended to meet the interests and needs of 
the state farms and cooperatives; at the 
same time, it destroyed the peasantry's 
production security and its centuries-old 
traditions connected to land. It became a 
means of limiting the kulak class and a 
major resource in creating cooperatives. 
Using mainly archival sources, the author 
examines the land consolidations in Vas 
County and their effects. It presents, in 
chronological order, the contradictions of 
the imposed land consolidations, the 
reactions of the peasantry, the role of the 
land consolidations in the creation of 
cooperatives. The data presented in the 
paper provide an opportunity to make 
comparisons between individual years, 
national results, and between the districts 
and municipalities of the county.
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